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Campus Queer Groups Aid Gay Homeless

By Caitlin Connolly-Rankin
Columbia Daily Spectator

Imagine that you're 18 again and in-
stead of calculating your chance of ac-
ceptance to Columbia, you are forced
to contemplate the dismal odds of get-
ting a bed for the night. This is the real-
ity for the 7,000 homeless queer youth
in New York City fighting for one of
two dozen beds set aside for them.

Twelve of those beds are at the Ali
Forney Center, a Harlem shelter that,
according to its Web site, is “com-
mifted to providing [queer homeless
youth] with safe, dignified, nurturing
environments where their needs can
be met, and where they can begin to
put their lives back together.”

Now, members of Q—a Columbia
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
group—have decided to work with
AFC as it expands to provide 48 slots,
18 of which will be emergency beds for
up to six months and 24 of which will
be transitional beds, allowing teens to
stay for up to two years.

“Every couple of months, one of our
kids would get killed on the streets,”
said Carl Siciliano, the executive direc-
tor and founder of the AFC, who has
been working with homeless teens in
NYC for 10 years. He was a personal
friend of Forney’s and founded the
center in his memory in 2002. While
working in a drop-in center in Times
Square, he said he noticed that liv-
ing on the street can be considerably
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